
Born in November 1941, Jere grew up in Mount Shasta, California. He graduated from Mount Shasta
High School in 1959. He was a member of Theta Xi Fraternity at the University of California at Davis
before transferring to the University of California, Berkeley. He graduated in 1964 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in forestry.

Jere spent two years on active duty with the United States Army, including a 13- month tour on the
38th parallel in Korea, in command of a Hawk Missile site. He completed his active duty in the Active
Army Reserves, serving as a local company commander achieving the rank of Captain.

Jere’s career in the timber industry spanned 45 years. In 1966, he began working as a forester for the
Union Lumber Company in Fort Bragg. When Union Lumber Company sold the local mill to Boise
Cascade, Jere was moved to Boise, Idaho to work in their corporate office. When the Fort Bragg mill
was acquired by Georgia-Pacific two years later, Jere returned to Fort Bragg.

Jere retired from Georgia-Pacific when the Fort Bragg mill was closed in 2002. He then worked as a
contractor for Campbell Timberland Management providing property management services on the
170,000 acres of forestland that they oversee in Mendocino County.

Jere helped with the GP nursery in Ft. Bragg even after the mill closed, and many of the redwood
seedlings produced there found their way to the Forestry Center at the State Fair and to many special
events such as the annual California Arbor Day celebrations. Jere also served as an active member
of the Jackson Demonstration State Forest Advisory Group from 2008 to 2011. In this capacity, be
played an invaluable role in helping to build local dialogue, consensus and support for a program of
active management and research on the state's largest Demonstration State Forest.

Jere was also active in the development of the Coast Forest Practice Rules through the Coast DTAC
and before the Board, where he argued strongly to keep the rules as simple and clear as possible.
He was appalled at the proliferation of the Rules and subsequent imposition of a greatly expanded
THP fonn and the THP review process.

Jere was a lifelong member of the Society of American Foresters and a founding member of the
California Licensed Foresters Association, further demonstrating his strong commitment to his chosen
profession.

Jere was one of the most civic-minded people our community has ever known. Jere began his long
and distinguished political career in 1992 when he was appointed to serve on the Fort Bragg Planning
Commission. In 1996, Jere was elected to his first term on the Fort Bragg City Council.

He served as Vice-Mayor from 1998 to 2000 and as Mayor from 2000 to 2004. At the time of his
death, Jere was in his 15th year and his fourth term of office as a City Councilmember. Jere was the
quintessential small town Councilmember. He was considered an old-timer and a conservative voice
on the Council. As many have noted, Jere was a bridge between Fort Bragg’s old mill town past and
our community’s future. He was well-respected by the entire spectrum of community interests in large
part because he was kind, good-natured, and always willing to listen to divergent viewpoints and to
respectfully present his own principled positions. He came to Council and community meetings well-
prepared and with an open mind. He was a thoughtful listener and was willing to change his positions
based on information and testimony presented by his colleagues and the public. Jere gave freely of
his time and was always willing to jump in and help resolve a constituent problem or a community
issue.



During his time in public office, Jere served on many local, regional and statewide boards and
commissions. More often than not, Jere found himself in a leadership role in these organizations. His
diplomacy, sense of decorum and skill as a chairperson were exceptional.

At the State level, Jere was very active in the League of California Cities. He served as President of
the League’s Redwood Empire Division in 2000 and he served on the League Board of Directors from
2003 to 2008. In 2007, he established the League’s Coastal Cities Issues Group and he served as its
chair. Jere was passionate in his drive to persuade the California Coastal Commission to work
cooperatively with local governments. He was incensed by Coastal Commission staff’s 11th hour
response to the City’s Local Coastal Plan update and he found many similarly aggrieved
municipalities up and down the coast. In part due to Jere’s advocacy with the Coastal Commission,
Fort Bragg’s planning process for reuse of the former Georgia-Pacific Mill Site has been a “poster
child” for early and sustained Coastal Commission involvement in a community planning process. The
ongoing dialogue of the Coastal Cities Issues Group is leading to reforms in the Coastal
Commission’s process that will be Jere’s legacy to all coastal communities in the State.
Jere had a commitment to public service at the County level and for 13 years he served on the Board
of the Mendocino County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO). LAFCO represents the
county, cities and special districts in Mendocino County and administers statewide regulations
governing municipal and special district services and boundaries. Jere’s local government colleagues
on the LAFCO Board recognized his diplomatic demeanor and his ability to run an efficient meeting.
Because of those traits, he was elected to serve as Chair of LAFCO year after year, serving as
LAFCO Chair for over a decade.

At the local level, Jere represented the City on the Board of the Fort Bragg Fire Protection Authority
for nine years and he was the Chair of the Fire Protection Authority Board. Jere was a stalwart
supporter of the local volunteer fire department. In recent months, Jere coordinated a very successful
fundraising drive for a new fire station north of town. Just last week, he went to Sacramento to lobby
against a planned statewide parcel tax for rural fire protection services that he believed would
undermine the fiscal health of local fire districts. Jere worked hard to find funds to plan for
improvements to the Highway 20 Fire Station and seismic upgrades for the Main Street fire station.
He was a forward-thinking man who was dedicated to public safety and to the dozens of volunteer fire
fighters who provide fire protection and emergency medical services to Fort Bragg and the
surrounding region.

Jere served on many ad hoc committees over the years and, more often than not, he chaired those
committees. He was the leader of a committee promoting development of a biomass power plant and
a saw mill on the coast – a project that he believed would help both the forests and our local
economy.

Jere also helped to bring together a diverse group of individuals and agencies with an interest in
establishing a regional animal shelter for the coast. Jere chaired the Coast Animal Shelter
Committee’s meetings which, at times, were rather contentious. It was a challenging process with
some tough issues to resolve and Jere persevered with a seemingly endless amount of patience,
fortitude, and good humor.

While his career was in forestry, Jere had a very strong commitment to our local fishing industry. He
served on the Noyo Watershed Alliance and helped to identify projects to protect and restore fisheries
habitat in coastal rivers and streams. For years, Jere served as the “Grill Master,” coordinating the
many celebrity chefs at the World’s Largest Salmon Barbeque in Noyo Harbor, an event that benefits
the Salmon Restoration Association. In recent months, Jere was also working to help find a place to
permanently dispose of Noyo River dredge sands to facilitate the ongoing maintenance dredging of



the harbor. He was also helping to coordinate the installation of tsunami sirens in Noyo Harbor and at
Pudding Creek Beach to warn workers in Noyo Harbor and residents and visitors in low-lying areas in
the event of a tsunami.

Jere and his wife, Madeleine, both served on the Board of the Fort Bragg-Otsuchi (Japan) Cultural
Exchange Association. As Mayor of Fort Bragg, Jere and Madeleine traveled to Fort Bragg’s sister
city in Japan. They hosted visiting students and Otsuchi dignitaries in their home and formed deep
and lasting relationships with their families. Jere was as beloved in Otsuchi as he is in Fort Bragg.
For the past 17 years, Jere and Madeleine served on the Board of the Mendocino Coast Sports
Foundation. They worked tirelessly to raise funds, in-kind contributions and volunteer labor to build
Fort Bragg High School one of the nicest stadiums in all of northern California.

Jere loved working in the woods. He was dedicated to keeping the woods safe for timber workers and
to protecting forestland from degradation by illegal trespassing, marijuana cultivation, dumping and
encampments.


